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Unique 
Lincoln 
sculpture 
rededicated 


As  historian  Sieve  Rogstad 
spoke  Sunday  about  Mary 
Todd  Lincoln's  visit  to 
Racine,  it  wasn't  too  hard  to 
imagine  her  strolling  the 
streets  of  the  Belle  City  in 
1R67, 

Dressed  in  a  black  veil  and 
dress,  the  widow  of  two  years 
would  walk  from  downtown  to 
the  Racine  College,  which  is 
now  the  site  of  the  DeKoven 
Foundation. 

During  her  two-mile  walk, 
she  would  take  a  break  by 
sitting  on  a  bench,  enjoying 
the  shade  of  the  trees  In  East 
Park,  where  a  statue  of  her 
and  her  husband  now  stands, 
said  Rogstad  to  a  crowd  of 
about  75  people  during  a 
rededication  of  the  statue  in 
the  park 

Today,  Racine  is  recognized 
as  the  only  city  that  ever 
honored  Mrs.  Lincoln  with  a 
statue,  said  Rogstad,  adding 
many  Lincoln  buffs  come  to 
the  city  just  to  see  the  statue. 

Nelson  and  Norma  Bates,  of 
Longview,  Texas,  are  two  of 
many  people  who  visited 
Racine  to  see  the  statue. 

Mrs  Lincoln  is  a  distant 
relative  of  Norma  Hooper 
Bates  Her  mother's  mother's 
mother  is  the  sister  of  the 
famous  president's  wife,  said 
Bates,  who  was  in  Milwaukee 
for  a  business  trip  and 
stopped  in  Racine  for  the 
rededication. 

In  honor  of  Mary  Todd 
Lincoln,  the  Bates' named 
their  son  Todd  And  last  year 
the  couple  came  to  Racine  to 
see  the  only  statue  in  the 
world  of  their  relative. 

"There'ro  lots  of  statues  of 
Lincoln,  but  not  of  her,''  said 
Bates,  who  learned  of  the 
statue  while  visiting  Racine's 
►  More  on  Page  9 A 
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PAUL  ROBERTS  Journal  firm 

▲  Hanna  Wallace,  2'/?,  talks  with  her 
mother,  Linda  Befield,  as  Steven 
Rogstad  speaks  during  rededic&tjqn 
ceremonies  at  the  Lincoln  statue  Sunday 
ki  East  Park. 


■  Mary  Todd  Lincoln's  visit  to 
Racine  in  1867  was  one  of  the  milestones  Irt 
her  life  because  It  was  her  first  trip  out  of 
seclusion  after  her  husband's 
assassination.  9A. 


TODAY 

■  Dairy  state 
moving  west 

Wisconsin's  status  as 
America's  top  milk  producing 
state,  maintained  since  1915, 
will  end  in  coming  days  when 


U.S.  says  Sc 
had  POWs  in 


Associated  Press 


The  U.S.  government  has  confronted 
Moscow  for  the  first  time  with  evidence 
that  hundreds  of  U.S.  Korean  War  pris- 
oners were  secretly  moved  to  the  Soviet  Union, 
imprisoned  and  never  returned. 

The  allegation,  supported  by  new  information  from  a  variety  of 
American  and  Russian  sources,  was  made  in  a  detailed  presenta- 
tion by  a  State  Department  official  at  a  meeting  with  Russian  of- 
ficials in  Moscow  earlier  this  month. 


The  evidence  is  spelled  o 
Transfer  of  U.S.  Korean  W 
given  to  the  Russians  at  th 
ministration  has  refused  to 

A  copy  of  the  report  was  < 

"The  Soviets  transferrer 
POWs  to  the  U  S.S.R. 
says  "This  transfer  was  m 
tent  of  holding  them  as  p 
gence  exploitation  and  skilli 

It  asserts  that  the  evidenc 
inforcing   description''   of 
moving  US   POWs  to  the  ! 
►   More  on  POWS,  Page 


Making 
herself 
at  home 


When  Edward  and  Dawn  Weisbod 
returned  to  the  Lochnaiar  Inn  after 
an  overnight  trip  Saturday  after- 
noon, they  wore  met  by  a  woman 
who  said  she  was  the  inn's  new 
owner. 

That  was  news  to  the  Weisbods, 
who  own  the  bed  and  breakfast  inn 
al  1121  Lake  Ave. 

Racine  police  charged  the  erst- 
while owner,  Dawn  F.  Fredenberg, 
42,  of  4300  N.  Main  St.,  with  theft 
and  defrauding  an  innkeeper.  She 
was  jailed  in  lieu  of  a  $450  cash 
bond. 

Racine  police  reported  that  dur- 
ing the  Wpishods'  absence.  Freden- 
berg arrived  at  the  inn  about  3  p  m. 
Friday  and  told  the  manager  that 
sh£  and  some  partners  had  pur- 
chased the  hostelry  The  manager, 
Coleen  Urban,  thought  the  sudden 
announcement  seemed  strange  but 
knew  the  business  was  up  for  sale. 

Police  said  that  Fredenberg  made 
herself  at  home  by  moving  into  a 
room,  writing  notes,  giving  orders 
and  sipping  lea  A  guest  at  the  inn 
told  police  that  she  saw  Fredenberg 
and  another  woman  walking  up  and 
down  the  halls  and  entering  rooms 
Friday  night 

The  next  morning,  manager 
Urban  decided  that  she'd  had 
enough  of  the  strange  doings,  so  she 
wrote  the  Weisbods  a  resignation 
note  and  went  home 

Police  reported  that  Fredenberg 
told  a  Lochnaiar  Inn  maid  thdt  she 
had  once  lived  in  the  large  home 
and  is  a  co-owner. 

The  Weisbods  detained  Freden- 
berg and  called  police.  She  was  also 


▲  Barrel    containing  John   David   Munday 
Horseshoe  Fall  on  the  Canadian  side  of  Niaqa 


Man  first  to  surv 
two  rides  over  fa 


NIAGARA  FALLS.  Ontario  (API  —  A 
man  who  rode  a  barrel  over  the  Niagara 
Falls  eight  years  ago  did  il  again  Sunday, 
becoming  the  first  person  known  to  have 
survived  two  plunges  over  the  cataract 

John  David  Munday  went  over  the 
Canadian  Horseshoe  Falls  in  a  home-made 
padded  barrel  before  a  crowd  of 
supporters  and  shocked  tourists. 

The  170-foot  drop  left  him  unconscious  in 
his  barrel  at  the  bottom  of  the  Horseshoe 
Falls  He  was  rescued  by  the  crew  of  a 
"Maid  of  the  Mist"  tour  boat 

"Oh  God,  it  hit  hard,''  Munday  said 
shortly  after  he  emerged  from  the  barrel. 


survi 
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arller  Sunday,  The  Miami  Her- 
and  ABC  News,  quoting  unlden- 
•d  sources,  said  they  learned 
one  of  the  meetings  between 
wn  and  Hao  took  place  in  Feb- 
1  at  Brown's  Commerce 
irtment  office  In  Washington. 
Herald  quoted  sources  as  say- 
a  government  limousine  was 
to  bring  Hao  and  two  friends  of 
.vn's  to  the  Commerce  Depart- 
it. 

te  sources  close  to  Brown  con- 
ed that  the  February  meeting 
place,  but  they  said  it  was 
tly  a  social  visit,  In  which  no 
discussed. 

told  The  Herald 
ABC  that  Brown  and  Hao  met 
In  Palm  Beach 
ity,  a  second  time  In  a  rented 
house  in  Washington  a  week 
re  Christmas,  and  a  third  time 
ebruary  at  Brown's  Commerce 
rtment  office. 

sources  close  to  Brown  con- 
ed that  Hao  first  approached 
n  In  November,  before  he  was 
ed  commerce  secretary.  They 
Hao  proposed  to  Brown,   for 
a  prominent  Washington  at- 
y  and  lobbyist  who  at  the  time 
chairman  of  the  Democratic 
onal    Committee,    that    Brown 
esent  Hao's  new  company. 
s  Initial  Idea  for  his  company 
be  as  an  Intermediary  be- 
n  U.S.  companies  investing  in 
mm  and  that  country's  govern- 
ing sources  close  to  Brown 
They  said  Brown  showed  no 
est  in  becoming  involved. 

as  nominated  as  com- 
e  secretary  on  Dec.  12.  When 
approached  him  about  three 
later,  the  sources  said.  Brown 
refused  the  offer  The  Corn- 
Department  visit  in  Feb- 
was  purely  social,  they  said 

quoted  sources  as  saying 
n  high  level  meetings  In  Wash- 
n  recently,  the  Justice  Depart- 
gave  the  FBI  a  "green  light'' 
intinue  its  Investigation  of  the 
ions. 

■n's  newly  hired  defense  at- 
former  federal  prosecutor 
Welngarten,  declined  any  com- 
on  the  matter  Sunday, 
ngarten  told  The  Herald  on 
y  that  the  allegations  were 
xisterous." 

o  sane  reporter  or  investigator 
ves  there  was  any  conspiracy 
Mr.  Brown  and  any  Vietna- 
Welngarten  was  quoted  as 
g.  "It's  astonishing  that  this 
ation  still  has  legs." 

as  said  that  Hao  told  him  he 
Brown  in  November  and  De- 
er   to   talk   about   cornering 
ess  deals  in  Vietnam  once  the 
-old  U.S.  trade  embargo  is 

appeared  before  the  grand 
in  Miami  last  month  He  has 
d  I  y's  allegations,  and  has  on 
\\  occasions  denied  to  report- 
er meeting  Brown. 
»n  the  Herald  first  contacted 
in  March  for  comment  on 
negations,  Desler  denied  that 
had  ever  met  Hao,  knew  Hao 
cussed  business  about  Viet- 


New  York  man  shot  on  Miami  road 


MIAMI  (AP)  -  A  New  York  City  man 
visiting  family  in  Florida  was  fatally  shot  in 
the  head  Sunday  night  in  an  apparent  drive-by 
shooting,  police  said. 

The  40-year-old  victim  was  riding  in  a  car 
with  two  relative*,  going  to  a  restaurant,  when 
another  car  pulled  up  beside  theirs  on  the 
highway,  authorities  said.  The  driver  —  who 
was  apparently  alone  in  his  car  —  rolled  down 
the  window  and  fired  one  shot,  striking  the 
victim  in  the  head. 


"It  is  a  drive-by  (shooting)  with  the  vehicle 
just  coming  up  alongside  and  shooting  for  no 
reason,"  said  Metro-Dade  Detective  Juan  Del 
Castillo.  "It's  a  typical  incident  that's  giving 
Miami  a  bad  name." 

There  was  no  indication  of  any  traffic 
altercation  preceding  the  shooting,  he  said. 
The  gunman  —  described  as  being  In  his  early 
30s  —  sped  off  afterward 

The  name  of  the  victim,  who  lived  in  the 
New  York  City  borough  of  the  Bronx,  was  not 


Immediately  released.  He  was  with  his  cousin 
ami  his  cousin's  wife,  Del  Castillo  said.  They 
drove  him  to  a  hospital,  where  be  died. 

The  shooting  occurred  shortly  after  8  p  m  on 
the  Palmetto  Expressway  north  of  downtown 
Miami. 

It  comes  as  Florida  struggles  to  preserve  Its 
$31  billion-a  year  tourism  Industry  amid  the 
publicity  surrounding  attacks  on  visitors.  Ten 
foreign  tourists  have  been  slain  in  Florida  in 
less  than  a  year. 


STATUE/ First  lady  often  misunderstood  in  history 
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John  Urban,  a  college  friend. 

"She  (his  wife)  thought  it  was 
great.  Wa  took  lots  of  pictures," 
Bates  said. 

It  has  been  50  years  since  the 
statue  was  erected.  The  granite 
sculpture  Is  also  said  to  have  been 
the  first  public  statue  of  an  Ameri- 
can president  and  his  wife. 

As  part  of  the  Tour  of  Historic 
Places  sponsored  by  the  Preserva- 
tion Racine  Inc.,  a  short  ceremony 
was  held  to  honor  the  statue  and  the 
woman  who  has  been  sometimes 
misunderstood  In  the  history  books. 
A  wreath  was  presented  by  the  Ra- 
cine County 
Federation  of 
Republican 
Women  East  be- 
fore Rogstad 
talked  about  the 
statue  and  Mrs. 
Lincoln's  trip  to 
Racine. 

,  The  statue  of 
Mary  Todd  Lin- 
coln and  the 
president  was 
placed  at  East 
Park,  now  the 
Racine  campus  of  Gateway  Techni- 
cal Institute,  1001  Main  St.,  because 
it's  believed  that's  where  she  rested 
during  her  walks. 

The  statue  was  the  brainchild  of 
Lena  Rosewall,  a  sfudent  of  Ameri- 
can history  who  left  her  entire  es- 
tate of  $27,000  to  erect  a  monument 
of  Mrs.  Lincoln. 

The  pioneer  resident  of  Racine 
had  apparently  never  met  the  first 
lady,  but  she  believed  Mrs.  Lincoln 
prepared  her  husband  for  the  pre- 
sidency and  deserved  to  be  honored, 
said  Rogstad,  adding  he  agreed. 

He  said  Mrs.  Lincoln  was  very 
concerned  about  her  husband's  pub- 
lic image.  She  was  very  politically 
minded  herself  because  her  father 
was  also  a  politician. 


Mrs.  Lincoln  wrote  of  Racine  visit 


CATHERINE  ANN  VELASCO  Journal  Tirres 

Mary  Todd  Lincoln's  visit  to  Racine  in  1867  was 
one  of  the  milestones  in  her  life  because  it  was  her 
first  trip  out  of  seclusion  since  her  husband's  assas- 
sination. 

"This  particular  visit  is  pretty  significant.  Her 
husband  had  been  dead  over  two  years  and  she 
hadn't  left  Chicago  at  all,"  said  Lincoln  scholar 
Steve  Rogstad. 

After  the  assassination,  Mrs.  Lincoln  went  into  se- 
clusion, living  in  boarding  houses  and  hotels  in  Chi- 
cago. She  was  supposed  to  go  to  Washington,  DC, 
for  the  trial  of  John  H.  Surratt,  one  of  the  men  in- 
volved in  her  husband's  murder,  but  she  declined. 

"She  pleaded  illness.  I'm  sure  she  just  couldn't 
bring  herself  to  go  back  to  Washington,"  said  Rog- 
stad, who  is  writing  a  book  about  her  visit  to  Racine 
and  has  been  studying  Lincoln's  life  since  the  '70s. 
"She  was  somewhat  mentally  disabled  and  not 
equipped  to  handle  bad  memories." 

Instead,  she  sent  her  sons,  Robert  and  Thomas, 
better  known  as  Tad.  While  they  were  there,  she 
took  a  train  to  Racine  to  check  out  Racine  College 
for  Tad. 

"He  couldn't  read  or  write  by  age  12,  and  she  is 
now  realizing  this  boy  must  be  educated,"  Rogslad 
said. 

While  in  Racine,  Mrs  Lincoln  wrote  four  letters 
that  recorded  the  trip. 

In  one  letter  she  wrote  about  Congress  Hall,  a 
hotel  that  stood  at  Third  Street  and  Lake  Avenue.  "I 
find  the  house  where  I  am  stopping  very  neat,  clean 
and  everyone  anxious  to  please  I  nave  a  parlor  and 
a  bedroom  fronting  the  lake  and  I  find  the  air  very 
refreshing.  I  may  probably  remain  here  some 
weeks." 

She  wrote  about  walking  the  grounds  of  Racine 
College,  and  how  she  just  couldn't  leave  her  son 
there  because  she  would  miss  him  terribly. 


After  the  trial,  Tad  met  her  In  Racine,  and  people 
have  said  they  saw  the  two  walking  downtown,  Rog- 
stad said.  There  Is  no  evidence  that  Tad  ever  went 
to  Racine  College;  however,  Mrs.  Lincoln  was 
charged  for  some  tutoring  on  the  hotel  bill. 

She  often  went  to  obscure  towns  and  communities 
to  seek  relief  for  her  physical  ailments,  Rogstad 
said. 

Once  she  went  to  Waukesha  County  for  healing 
waters  to  cure  her  severe  migraine  headaches,  dia- 
betes and  boils  on  her  body. 

Mrs  Lincoln,  who  lost  two  sons  and  a  husband  in  a 
span  of  15  years,  had  a  difficult  time  coping  with 
death.  She  wore  black  from  1885  until  she  died  In 
1882. 

"She  was  a  woman  who  didn't  accept  death  well  at 
all,"  said  Rogstad,  adding  that  when  their  son  Ed- 
ward died  at  age  4,  Lincoln  had  to  spoon-feed  ber 
and  helped  her  recover.  When  their  son  William  died 
in  the  White  House  during  the  Civil  War,  the  pre- 
sident requested  that  Mrs.  Lincoln's  sister  from 
Springfield,  III.  come  to  help  her. 

During  that  time,  Mrs.  Lincoln  started  seeking  out 
spiritualists  and  began  holding  seances  in  the  White 
House.  She  started  hallucinating  and  seeing  her 
sons,  Rogstad  said. 

In  the  Victorian  era,  Mrs.  Lincoln  was  considered 
a  failure  because  she  didn't  have  children  or  a  hus- 
band to  take  care  of. 

"Women  were  raised  to  be  mothers,  wives  and 
housekeepers  and,  if  one  or  all  are  removed  from 
life,  you  not  only  lost  your  purpose  of  life,  but  are 
also  considered  a  failure,"  Rogstad  said. 

Mrs  Lincoln's  letter  backs  up  that  statement. 
"After  all,  without  my  All  in  this  life,  my  dearly  be- 
loved husband,  why  should  I  seek  to  find  a  house, 
the  ever  vacant  chair  is  always  there  and  I  cannot 
have  a  settled  feeling,  where  none  exists  in  my 
heart.  Alas!  how  everything  has  changed." 


Before  she  stepped  into  the  pic- 
ture, Lincoln's  hair  would  be 
messed  up,  his  tie  would  be  askew 
and  his  suits  were  always  wrinkled, 
Rogsted  said.  She  made  sure  he 
looked  very  presentable  because 
she  knew  image  was  very  impor- 
tant. 

"I  think  history  will  look  at  her  as 


a  woman  of  great  accomplishment 
in  some  respects,"  Rogstad  said 
"She  was  raised  in  a  world  that 
stressed  family  and  home,  and  in 
that  atmosphere  she  made  her . 
home  very  conducive  for  what  Lin- 
coln needed ." 

Two  people  at  the  dedication,  like 
Linda  Fidlrr  and  Betty  Milker, 
agreed 


"It's  good  for  Racine  to  be  in- 
cluded in  the  history  of  heT  life," 
Fidler  said,  adding  she  was  glad 
Mrs  Lincoln  was  able  to  find  com- 
fort and  solitude  in  the  Belle  City. 

"She  lived  a  very  tragic  life.  She 
had  to  have  a  lot  of  strength  to  get 
through,"  Hllker  said.  "She  should 
be  honored." 


POWS/U.S.  demands  accounting  from  Russians 
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military,  Including  antiaircraft 
units,  was  active  Id  Nor'h  Korea. 

It  does  not  assess  how  long  the 
American  servicemen  —  mostly  Air 
Force  aviators  —  may  have  lived, 
or  whether  any  might  still  be  alive 
In  the  chaotic  former  Soviet  Union. 

Just  last  year,  the  U.S.  govern- 
ment said  it  had  no  evidence  of 
such  transfers.  Washington  has 
known,  though,  since  the  end  of  the 
war  that  some  evidence  existed  that 

IIS      PfVWs    fmm.KoouJiiLA. 


the  Soviet  government  denied  any 
knowledge  of  U.S.  POWs  on  Its  soil. 
Russian  President  Boris  Yeltsin 
said  last  year  that  Soviet  records 
showed  59  captured  U.S.  service- 
men In  Korea  were  interrogated  by 
Soviet  officials,  and  that  12  crew 
members  of  U.S.  aircraft  shot  down 
in  reconnaissance  missions  unre- 
lated to  the  Korean  War  were  trans- 
ferred to  Soviet  territory.  But  the 
Yeltsin  government  has  yet  to  con- 
cede that  Americans  were  taken 
from  Korea 


by  the  Soviets  for  their  knowledge 
of  the  plane  s  capabilities,  plus  six 
other  Air  Force  aviators  about 
whom  the  U.S.  government  believes 
Russia  has  additional  information 

The  report  describes  in  detail  a 
top  secret  program  of  the  Soviet 
KGB  to  capture  American  fliers 
and  other  U.S.  and  allied  technical 
specialists  In  Korea,  interrogate 
them,  and  then  transfer  them  Into 
Josef  Stalin's  notorious  gulag  sys- 
tem of  slave  labor  camps  in  Siberia 
and  other  parts  of  the  Soviet  Union 


encounter  with  Chinese  troops.  US. 
officials  view  Malinin's  testimony 
as  credible,  though  not  conclusive, 
evidence  that  Mandra  was  In  the  Si- 
berian prison. 

The  report  given  to  the  Russians 
is  based  on  a  variety  of  sources: 
U.S.  government  records  dating  to 
the  beginning  of  the  Korean  conflict 
in  1950,  documents  made  available 
by  Moscow  since  the  collapse  of  the 
Soviet  Union,  and  recent  interviews 
by  U.S.  investigators  with  former 
Soviet  officials,  includin^retiredof- 


The  first  statue  of  Abraham  Lincoln  and  his  wife,  Marv 
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THE  FIRST  STATUE  OF  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN  AND  HIS  WIFE,  MARY 


In  late  June  of  1867  Mary  Todd  Lincoln  traveled  to  Racine, 
Wisconsin.  Her  sons,  Robert  and  Tad,  had  been  called  to 
Washington  to  testify  in  the  trial  of  John  Surratt.  (Surratt  had 
been  an  accomplice  of  John  Wilkes  Booth.  Surratt  escaped  after 
the  assassination  but  was  later  caught  and  brought  to  trial.) 
Racine  was  the  site  of  an  Episcopal  secondary  school,  Racine 
College,  which  had  been  recommended  to  Mary  for  Tad.  Mary 
took  advantage  of  her  sons'  absence  to  spend  time  relaxing  in 
Racine  and  looking  over  this  school. 

Many  years  later  a  pioneer  resident  of  Racine,  Miss  Lena 
Rosewall,  who  had  studied  the  lives  of  the  Lincolns,  felt  Mary 
had  done  much  to  further  her  husband's  career.  When  Miss 
Rosewall  passed  away  in  1935,  she  left  her  entire  estate  of 
$20,000  for  the  construction  of  a  memorial  of  Abraham  and  Mary 
together.  The  executors  of  Miss  Rosewall's  estate  chose 
Frederick  C.  Hibbard,  a  well-known  artist  and  sculptor,  to  make 
the  statue. 

Hibbard,  who  completed  the  two  year  project  in  his  Chicago 
studio,  said  he  wanted  to  portray  the  Lincolns  "before  Abe 
became  president  in  1861,  before  the  president's  face  became 
seamed  and  furrowed  in  the  struggle  to  save  the  Union,  and 
while  Mrs.  Lincoln's  future  was  unclouded."  The  statue  portrays 
Abraham  seated  with  Mary  standing  beside  him.  They  are 
dressed  for  a  formal  occasion.  The  statue  was  dedicated  on  July 
4,  1 943.  The  work  stands  in  Racine's  East  Park  in  front  of  the 
Gateway  Technical  College  campus  on  Main  Street. 


The  statue's  base  is  of  Minnesota  pink  granite  five  feet  high.  The  Lincolns  are  chiseled  from  Elberton  gray 
granite  from  Georgia.  Mary  stands  seven  feet  high. 

A  second  statue  of  the  Lincolns  together,  which  was  patterned  after  the  Racine  statue,  is  located  in  Phillips, 
Wisconsin,  at  Fred  Smith's  Wisconsin  Concrete  Park. 


For  more  information  on  this  and  other  Lincoln  statues,  see  the  excellent  source  entitled  Lincoln  in  Marble  and 
Bronze  by  F.  Lauriston  Bullard  (New  Brunswick,  Rutgers  University  Press,  1952).  The  image  used  on  this  page 
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comes  from  page  200  of  Mr.  Bullard's  book. 

In  1998  an  excellent  limited-edition  booklet  about  the  statue  was  published  It's  entitled  Companionship  in 
Granite:  Celebrating  the  Abraham  and  Mary  Todd  Lincoln  Monument  written  by  Steven  K.  Rogstad  The  booklet 
is  available  through  The  Abraham  Lincoln  Museum  at  Lincoln  Memorial  University  in  Harrogate,  Tennessee. 
Contact  Marisa  Anders  at  (423)  869-6237,  or  email  manders@inetlmu.lmunet.edu. 


This  page  is  part  of  the  Abraham  Lincoln  Research  Site.  Questions,  comments,  corrections  or  suggestions  can  be  sent  to  R.  J.  Norton,  the  creator  and 
maintainer  of  this  site.  All  text  except  reprinted  articles  was  written  by  the  webmaster,  ©1996-2012.  All  rights  reserved.  It  is  unlawful  to  copy,  reproduce  or 
transmit  in  any  form  or  by  any  means,  electronic  or  hard  copy,  including  reproducing  on  another  web  page,  or  in  any  information  or  retrieval  system 
without  the  express  written  permission  of  the  author.  The  website  was  born  on  December  29,  1996. 
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